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Board Meetings

Chapter Board Meetings 
are typically held on the 
third Wednesday of the 
month at 5 p.m. at Ewing 
Irrigation, 1175 Prospect St., 
San Luis Obispo. Upcoming 
meetings:

• February 21

• March 21

• April 16

In This Issue:

• President's Message
• Landscape Industry Show 

Learning Opps
• Certified Landscape 

Technician Training Dates
• CLCA SLO Chapter 

Donates Services to 
Veteran's Memorial 
Building

Please join the CLCA San Luis Obispo Chapter on 

Thursday, February 15, 2018
at 6:00 p.m.

The Custom House
404 Front Street in Avila Beach

Join us for a great dinner, tremendous networking opportunities and a chance 
to talk with local representatives during our Vendor Showcase. Learn about 

new products, or ask questions about existing products. This is a great time to 
make those important connections with local vendors.

Start the CLCA year out right. Join us on February 15!

Members will be free and guests will be $10. The event will start at 6 p.m. 
with the vendor showcase and networking, followed by dinner at 7 p.m.

Thank you to our sponsors:
SiteOne Landscape Supply, Hunter/FX, Toro/Irritrol, RainBird

CLCA Insurance Solutions, Landscape Contractors Insurance Services,                   
Central Coast Landscape Products, and Zurn Wilkins.

http://www.clcaslo.org
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2018 San Luis Obispo Chapter Officers
President ................................Evan Moffitt, SiteOne Landscape Supply ...... EMoffitt@siteone.com .................... 805-616-9858
Immediate Past President ....Mike Kneeskern
VP, Membership ...................Gary Abney ........................................................ gabney@airvolblock.com ................805-543-1314
VP Programs .........................OPEN POSITION
Secretary ................................Matt Hames
  mhames@landscapedevelopment.com ........................................................................ 805.722.1955
Treasurer ................................Taylor Boyle ........................................................ taylor@purlieulandscapes.com......805-709-6319
Associate Member Rep ........Levi Marks, Ewing Irrigation .......................... levimarks@ewingirrigation.com .. 805-598-7291
Board Member ......................Pat Connelly, St. Francis Landscape................ stflandscape@gmail.com ................805-235-1859
Editor ...................................... Jerrie Beard, Beard & Associates ..................... info@beardassociates.com .............. 530-621-1701

Birch Equipment Finance  ................................................... 4
Coastline Equipment ........................................................... 5
Farm Supply  ......................................................................... 3
Greenfields Turf  ................................................................... 6
Gro-Power, Inc.  .................................................................... 2
Landscape Contractors Insurance Services, Inc.  ............ 6
Olson Irrigation Systems  .................................................... 3
Quinn Company ................................................................... 7
Rossi Transport Services  .................................................... 6
San Marcos Growers  ........................................................... 6 
West Coast Turf ..................................................................... 4

Please support our advertisers by remembering them first when 
making your next purchase. Let them know you saw their ad in 
the SLO Xpress!

Thank you to all of the companies 
that generously support our 
chapter newsletter by placing an 
advertisement.

Guide to Advertisers

CLCA Board of Directors
President .........................Aaron Huxley ........ (415) 256-1711
President-Elect ...............Elizabeth Burns ......(310) 831-6132
Past President .................Tim Hendricks ....... (925) 957-8831
Secretary/Treasurer ......Andrew Simpson ...(916) 721-1635
Executive Director .........Sandra Giarde ........ (916) 830-2780
DIRECTORS
Legislation ......................Megan Rios ............ (661) 835-9259
Education ........................Lindsay Ono .......... (661) 395-4938 

SLO CLCA Past Presidents
2014-15

Mike Kneeskern
Central Coast         

Landscape Products
2012-13

David Brown
Mari Landscaping

2011
Aaron Huxley

Hunter Industries

2009-10 
Erik Wolting

All Seasons Gardening & 
Landscaping 

2007–08
Jim Trask

California Water Shapes

2005-06
Erik Wolting

All Seasons Gardening & 
Landscaping 

2004
John Doyle

 J Doyle Landscaping
2002–03

Pat Connelly
St. Francis Landscape

1998–2001
Bruce Courter

Day Star Enterprises, Inc.
1996–98

Lloyd Gracey
Pacific Coast Landscapes

1995
Danté D’Alfonso

D’Alfonso’s Landscape

Membership ...................Peter Rosen ............ (510) 697-2460
Associate Member .........Chris McNairy...... (707) 933-0488
Co-Director Chapter Pres. Council North
   Henry Buder, Jr., CLP, CLT ..........................(415) 460-0381
Co-Director Chapter Pres. Council South
   Paul Henderson ............................................ (714) 235-1427

1994
Duane Morris

Duane Morris Landscape
Designer/Contractor

1993
John Ruggiero

Arcadian Gardens
1991-92

Bruce Courter
Day Star Enterprises

http://www.gropower.com
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EH-12 EMITTER
A BETTER IDEA BY DESIGN

A logical idea - Drip irrigation in a head - 

twelve individual pressure compensating 

outlets. The patented filter is built right into 

the unit, and good filtration is what makes 

drip work.

     Drip irrigation designed for landscape 

- not adapted to it. Call or write for more 

information.

10910 Wheatlands Ave.
Santee, CA  92071
619 562-3100, 800 77OLSON
FAX: 619 562-2724

Evan Moffitt, CLCA–SLO President
Site One Landscape Supply

president’s message

Happy New Year! Hopefully everyone 
was able to take a little bit of a break 
during the holidays, if not more. Maybe 
some of you worked on your 2018 action 
plan or personal new year's resolutions. 
I know one of mine was to put more 
scheduled time into CLCA. During 2018 
we hope to add more events, increase 
membership and participation. This year 
will be the best yet! 

Last year was a great year for CLCA. 
Membership throughout the state grew at 

Board Profile: Evan Moffit
Evan Moffit serves as president of the 
CLCA SLO Chapter and works for 
SiteOne as business development manag-
er for Paso Roble and Oxnard. He enjoys 
using the knowledge he gained working 
as a landscape contractor over the past 15 
years to help businesses meet and over-
come the challenges they face. 

While other boys were dreaming of 
driving firetrucks, Evan was playing in 
the dirt; for his tenth birthday, he asked 
for a gift certificate from the local nursery. 
At 12 years old, he secured his first job 
at Daylight Gardens, a local nursery.  He 
hasn't left the green industry since. 

After highschool, Evan enrolled in the 
landscaping program at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. He joined the CLCA in 2000 as 
a student member while he was on the 
board of the Landscape Industry Club at 
Cal Poly. At the chapter level, Evan has 
served on the board as the student repre-
sentative, vice president of membership 
and president. He also sits on the state's 
education committee.

a great pace, and even here on the central 
coast our membership has increased. 
Our events last year were a great success. 
While our golf tournament kept pace with 
attendance in years past, both our kick off 
and Beautification Awards were bigger 
than ever. We are hoping to build on this 
momentum and push for a bigger and 
better year in 2018. 

Our annual kick-off dinner and vendor 
showcase at The Custom House in Avila 
Beach is scheduled for Friday, February 
15. The event will start at 6 p.m., but feel 
free to come early and grab a drink at the 
bar. The cost is $10 for CLCA members 
and $20 for non-members. The event will 
include a mini vendor fair, where you can 
get the latest and greatest information 
from all the manufacturers, followed by 
dinner. It will be a great time to meet the 
members of the chapter board, mingle 
with local suppliers, and network with 
other CLCA members. We hope to see you 
all there!

Serving your irrigation needs since 1950

Water Management Certification
The demand on landscape contractors to provide more 
efficient water management is the highest it’s ever been. To 
help landscape contractors and other green industry pro-
fessionals meet this growing demand, CLCA developed the 
Water Management Certification Program. This program 
is designed with a simple goal: to train water managers 
to provide customers with good to excellent landscape 
appearance using the right amount of water based on plant 
requirements.
For more information visit clca.org/water-pro//index.php
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Member Advantage

Heartland Payment Systems
Credit Card and Payroll Program
Are you looking for a company that offers credit/debit/prepaid 
card processing and payroll solutions, that: 
• Is a consultative business partner who can help navigate the 

complexity of managing card acceptance and payroll programs? 
• Has the highest level of personalized service available and uses 

company employees, not independent contractors to serve you? 
•Has dedicated servicing managers? 
•Discloses all costs and fees? 
•Offers three-year rate guarantee? 
•Offers technology products specifically for the green industry? 
•Offers online access to your account? 
•Has an option to offer automatic monthly recurring billing? 

CLCA has a partnership with Heartland Payment Systems. 
Heartland offers competitive, customized pricing for CLCA 
members including an easy-to-understand pricing structure that 
offers significant savings by reducing — and in many instances, 
eliminating — traditional payment processor fees. 
 For a free, no obligation analysis of your statement for credit 
card and/or payroll processing contact: 
 Heartland Payment Systems, Dana LeBlanc. 916.599.8689 or 
Dana.leblanc@e-hps.com.
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Sales • Rentals • Parts • Service

Call: Albert Fernandez at (805) 256-5767

Your Southern California
Compact Equipment Dealer

www.coastlineequipment.com
OXNARD
1930 E. Lockwood St.
Oxnard, CA 93036
(805) 485-2106

SANTA MARIA
1950 Roemer Place
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 922-8329

SYLMAR
12435 Foothill Blvd.
Sylmar, CA 91342
(818) 890-3353

Equipment
COASTLINE

LEAF Announces 
Creation of Candy 
Fiske Honorarium
Since 1977 the Auxiliary of CLCA has 
been devoted to the promotion of higher 
education for landscape professionals.  
From its beginnings as the Grass Widows 
to the Women’s Auxiliary to our current 
name, Auxiliary, the members paved the 
way to create a vehicle to collect, store and 
distribute financial assistance to students 
interested in pursuing an education in 
the Landscape Industry. This vehicle 
was named the Landscape Educational 
Advancement Foundation, or LEAF.

Beginning in 1986, Candy Fiske was the 
leader of a group of dedicated individuals 
who visualized a foundation that would 
protect money obtained from donations 
by chapters, members, and families of 
contractors. Each chapter could establish a 
scholarship fund, and memorial funds for 
revered members who had passed could 
be created in their name. The awards to 
students would come from the yearly 
earnings of each fund and the principle 
would remain in the foundation in per-

petuity. In 1988 Candy saw the fruition of 
this vision in the creation of LEAF.

In honor of the 30th anniversary of 
the establishment and ongoing success 
and growth of LEAF, the Auxiliary an-
nounced the creation of the Candy Fiske 
Honorarium Fund. Candy had the vision 
and the skill to pursue the 501C status, 
draw up the legal papers and bylaws, 
establish a Board of Trustees and market 
to all of the chapters encouraging them 
to create a scholarship fund. This was an 
enormous undertaking but one that she 
welcomed with her determination, tenaci-
ty, and skills and the assistance of a group 
of individuals from all arms of CLCA.

Candy was also president of the San 
Francisco Bay Area Chapter Auxiliary 
and State Auxiliary. She and her husband 
Roger have been active for many years in 
CLCA leadership and activities.

Over the past 30 years LEAF has 
awarded $523,175 in scholarships to 
579 students attending junior college 
and university programs. The Board of 
Trustees is actively involved in the man-
agement of the funds, and the Selection 
Committee carefully reviews each schol-
arship application and selects qualifying 
students who are pursuing careers in 

Landscape Contracting and the Green 
Industry.  The Auxiliary has served as the 
fundraising arm for LEAF, with the full 
support of CLCA members, and through 
donations to the Chapter and Memorial 
and Honorarium Funds. Thanks to the 
fundraising efforts and the generosity of 
our CLCA and Auxiliary members, LEAF 
recently reached the million dollar mark. 
This money is protected and will contin-
ue to grow and help students reach their 
goals.  Thank you to everyone who has 
helped LEAF grow.

The Auxiliary has donated $1000 to 
establish this Honorarium for Candy. We 
hope that members will join us in donat-
ing to help this fund grow to $5000 and 
beyond. It is a tribute to a distinguished 
member who left an important legacy to 
our association and to the education of 
our future professionals.  

Donations can be made to: “LEAF” with 
a notation on the check that it is for the 
“Candy Fiske Honorarium Fund.” Send 
checks to:  CLCA Headquarters, 1491 
River Park Dr.  Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 
95815.

LEAF remains committed to Candy’s 
vision and hope you will all join us in 
celebrating her contributions to CLCA.  
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Thank you to your 2017 sponsors
Thank you to the following companies for their generous support of the CLCA 
San Luis Obispo Chapter. Please support the firms who support our chapter.

February 15
Chapter Kickoff Meeting - 6 p.m.

6:00 p.m. at the Custom House, 404 Front 
Street in Avila Beach. Vendor showcase, meet 
the 2018 board. $10/person members, $20/
person non-members. See page 1.

February 21
Chapter Board Meeting - 5 p.m.

Ewing Irrigation, 1175 Prospect St., San Luis 
Obispo. 

March 21
Chapter Board Meeting - 5 p.m.

Ewing Irrigation, 1175 Prospect St., San Luis 
Obispo. 

March 28
Chapter General Meeting - 11:30 a.m.

San Luis Obispo Brew the Rock, 855 Aerovista 
Lane, San Luis Obispo. 

April 14
Landscape Industry Certified Hands-on Test

Cuyamaca College, San Diego, CA
Registration deadline: March 12, 2018  

April 16
Chapter Board Meeting - 5 p.m.

Ewing Irrigation, 1175 Prospect St., San Luis 
Obispo. 

May 17
Chapter Board Meeting - 5 p.m.

SLO Chapter Events

WHOLESALE
REDWOOD • FIR • CEDAR

BARK • SOIL AMENDMENTS
ERRO-CONTROL STRAW

PLAYGROUND FIBER

STEVEN L. ROSSI
VICE PRESIDENT
RES. (805) 466-6195

PHONE (805) 434-2884
(800) 321-3092 • FAX (805) 434-0877

P.O. BOX 120 • ROSSI ROAD
TEMPLETON, CA 93465

Peggy Koegler

Sales Manager

Phone: (805) 683-1561
Fax: (805) 964-1329
peggy@smgrowers.com
http://www.smgrowers.com

125 S. San Marcos Rd
P.O. Box 6827
Santa Barbara, CA
93160-6827

http://www.lcisinc.com
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Quinn Company
1655 Carlotti Dr.
Santa Maria, CA 93454
QuinnCompany.com

David Needelman
(805) 310-9296

dneedelman@quinncompany.com

Skid Steer
Loaders

Compact Track 
Loaders

Multi Terrain 
Loaders

Mini 
Excavators

Compact Wheel 
Loaders

Backhoe 
Loaders

Small Wheel 
Loaders

Small 
Dozers

TelehandlersBB khkhCC t Tt T kk S ll Wh l

   M
ULTI TERRAIN LOADERS  •   SKID STEER LO
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YEAR STANDARD 

WARRANTY

Brandon Delon and the volunteers work-
ing on the Veteran's Memorial Building on 
Grand Avenue in San Luis Obispo have 
recently been making great progress. 
Most of the plants have been installed, 
with a few exceptions, and the student 
work day on Saturday, January 27, was a 
success with 11 students showing up to 

help. 
Thank you to Sasha from Central Coast 

Landscape Products who came through 
with 50 yards of decomposed granite. 
Brandon and two members of his crew 
worked along side Sasha spreading and 
leveling the DG (see photo). And, Rental 
Depot lent an extra compactor to speed up 

Big Progress on Veteran's Project

the process. The chapter is grateful for all 
those who have helped make this project 
a reality. The light at the end of the tunnel 
is in sight.

Thank you to the members who have 
stepped up to complete the following 
items:

• Complete the veneer cmu wall-- 
Landwell, Evan Moffit, Matt Clark

• Irrigation to trees and plants: Perlieu 
Landscape

• Pre-emergent: Anthony Grillo, TM 
Environmental

Volunteers are needed to help with the 
finishing touches. If interested in helping 
out, please contact Brandon Delon at lefts-
idelandscape@gmail.com

• Mulch
• Clean Up/Touch-Up
•Removal of Bermuda Grass
Upon completion, the newly landscaped 

area will be more water efficient and pro-
vide a manicured outdoor event area for 
the Veteran's Hall. 


